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FORGIVENESS 
Thanks to Open the Book and the Rev Sarah who have been in 
regularly to school recently, leading our LENT worships. The 
children made a wonderful Easter garden and we displayed it 
in the church. We have been exploring the Christian meaning of 
Lent and Easter.   
 
 
 
 
  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It was great to see so many families in church this morning, celebrating this 

special time of year with us. I hope you enjoyed the poetry and Easter thoughts 

from the children, I was so proud of their confidence and clear voices in the 

church. Worship Team read so beautifully too and helped lead the service. It 

was particularly lovely to have Chestnuts in church today and they sang so well. 

It was great to see so many parents at Parents evening and thanks to everyone 

who bought books at the Scholastic Book Fair, this earns us rewards to buy 

more books for school. 

We close tomorrow at 2pm and we have a very packed Celebration Assembly 

at 1.15 to end the term. All clubs will resume the first week back, look out for 

the letter sent to you by Mrs KD- there is a new Tuesday club! 

Have a wonderful Easter holiday and see you all back on 13th April.  

Anna-Mai Armstrong 

Headteacher 
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CHESTNUTS  

Chestnuts have been busy practising their song for the Easter service and are very excited 

to perform it for everyone! In Maths, the children have been learning to count backwards 

from 5 and have been solving simple problems involving numbers up to 5. In phonics, they have 

been focusing on the letters H and B to finish off the term. They have also been making the most of 

the lovely weather, enjoying lots of time playing and learning outside. Finally, we would like to wish 

you all a very Happy Easter! 

WILLOW  

In Willow Class we have been reading the story ‘Chicken Licken’ and the children have 

loved joining in with the repeated phrases in the book. The children have drawn pictures 

of Foxy Loxy and Reception have been practising writing simple phrases using digraphs 

recapped in phonics. While Year Ones have been learning about the prefix ‘un’ and the suffix ‘ing’ 

and have practised using them. In Maths, Reception have been learning about odd and even 

numbers and how to spot one using numicon. The Year Ones have been partitioning 15 and 16 

practically using a part whole model. In RE we have been answering the question: ‘Why do Christians 

put a cross in the Easter garden?’. We used drama to recreate what happened on Palm Sunday, as 

well as trying hot cross buns to remind us of why a cross is important. It was so lovely to talk to so 

many of you at Parents' evening. I hope you have a wonderful Easter break! 

SYCAMORE    

Sycamore Class has had a wonderfully busy and exciting couple of weeks! Last week, they 

were thrilled by a visit from Harold the giraffe, asking thoughtful questions and showing 

impeccable behaviour. This week, parents enjoyed a beautiful violin concert, showcasing the 

children’s dedication and hard work over recent weeks. The class has also spent time practicing their 

poem for the Easter service, rising to the challenge with enthusiasm. In English, we wrapped up our 

unit on The Minpins by creating fact files, which the children really enjoyed. It’s been a busy term, 

and Sycamore Class have shone throughout. Time for a well-deserved Easter break!  

OAK 

This week has been full of exciting learning and achievements across the class. We 

enjoyed our final swimming lesson, building confidence and celebrating our progress in 

the water. In English, we wrote thoughtful and engaging news reports. Maths lessons have been 

fantastic, with everyone showing great focus and determination. Our Year 6 pupils have been 

working especially hard as they prepare for their SATs. In RE, we explored the question “What world 

would Jesus want?”, leading to meaningful discussions about kindness, fairness, and helping others. 

Well done to everyone for a brilliant week of learning!   
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Dates for your diary 2026 

27th March- End of Term 4: Please NOTE Day ends at 2pm- I will inform the bus 

13th April- First Day of Term 5 

15th April- SATs meeting for Y6 parents- 3.10pm 

16th April- Phonics screening information evening for Y1 parents- 3.20pm 

21st April- Mountain biking school games at Newent for KS2 pupils 

11th May- KS2 SATs week for Year 6 

20th May-  Whole school walk to the River Severn 

21st May- OPAL play afternoon for families- everyone welcome. 1.30-2.30pm 

22nd May-  End of Term 5: Please NOTE Day ends at 2pm 

1st June- Start of Term 6 

5th June- School photos- classes and Y6 leavers 

9th June- Y6 visit Gloucester Cathedral for the Leavers Service 

11th June- Boys 2 Men Workshop for Y/6 boys 

3rd July- School Production at Westbury Parish Hall 

6th - 10th- Dream Big Active Week, more details to follow. Lots of exciting physical activites 

and workshops, plus Whole School Sports morning.  

17th July- Last day of term : Please note Day ends at 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

  Whole school Attendance update  

Sept 1st 2025 – March 25th 2026   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

=96.4% 

                                      National Average 94.9%
 

 

 

Pupils whose attendance drops below 90% will be contacted by the Headteacher in line with 

our Attendance policy.  
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Every Friday we celebrate pupils’ achievements during our Celebration Assembly. 

If your child achieves something spectacular out of school, they are welcome to 

bring in medals, trophies or certificates on a Friday and we will share their success 

with the whole school. 

 

Willow Class Academic Excellence Award:  Olly, Dylan 

Sycamore Class Academic Excellence Award:  Evie and Jané 

Oak Class Academic Excellence Award:   Ollie, Zach 

This Friday we are launching our HOME READER AWARD for each class too 

encourage more reading at home, to support reading for pleasure, good mental 

health and academic progress during this GO ALL IN year of Reading 2026. 
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What a wonderful we had! We started with a Bookish Breakfast 

with lots of parents and carers reading with their children and an array of fabulous 

costumes from both staff and pupils. During the day there were Reading for pleasure 

dens, a Book swap and lots of author focused activities in classes.   
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We had a visit from Tom and Harold last week with the Life Tent popping up for the day 

in the hall. Each class had a session learning about different topics in an active and fun 

way- with an appearance from our favourite giraffe, Harold. Sycamore managed to grab a 

photo opportunity! These were the topics this time for each class- 

Reception/Year 1 - My Wonderful Body 

Years 2/3 - Meet my brain 

Years 4/5/6 - Friends  
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New Meal Price 

From 1 April 2026, the school meal price will increase to £2.95 per meal. Gloucestershire remains one of the 

lower-priced contracts nationally, even as many counties now charge well over £3.00 per meal. We recognise 

this is a significant increase for schools, particularly around the Universal Infant Free School Meal (UISFM) rate, 

which was subsidised last year but unfortunately cannot be subsidised again. GCC has worked extensively 

with Caterlink to keep this increase as low as possible despite rising food and staffing costs. 
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